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KaUUiQjaUOa PXZajaUUi.  I open this statement Zith m\ langXage, Warlpiri, from the central

Zestern desert. This poZerfXl phrase is Xsed Zhen someone breaks the laZ and betra\s

Zhat is sacred. It means that the\ mXst be held accoXntable for Zhat the\ haYe done that

cannot be reYersed and that those actions mXst neYer neYer  happen again. It is like pXtting

oXt a dangeroXs fire that needs to be e[tingXished so it neYer bXrns again. This is hoZ Ze

feel aboXt the police shooting oXr \apa, oXr First Nations people. This is hoZ Ze feel

aboXt the police killing oXr \oXng fella, KXmanja\i Walker. KaUUiQjaUOa PXZajaUUi.  

We Zant a ceasefire. No more gXns in oXr commXnities. It mXst neYer happen again. The

police mXst pXt doZn their Zeapons. We haYe been sa\ing this since the beginning. We

cannot Zalk aroXnd in fear in oXr oZn homes. We haYe been in the coXrt for fiYe Zeeks

noZ. OXr people haYe been keeping qXiet becaXse of the coXrt process bXt noZ it is time

for Xs to speak Xp and tell oXr jXQga,  oXr trXth. We haYe been Zaiting too long for jXstice.

We need to tell oXr side of this stor\. 

The onl\ reason Rolfe Zas charged Zith mXrder Zas becaXse oXr people stood Xp strong

and demanded jXstice.  OXr commXnit\ is poZerfXl. We come from WaUUPaOa, Zarrior

ancestors, that roamed oXr lands since time immemorial. The\ looked after the land and

the\ looked after each other and the\ kept oXr \apa laZs strong. We are WaUUPaOa  toda\

and Ze hold those knoZledges. We protested Zhen KXmanja\i's life Zas stolen b\ Rolfe.

We Zere sXpported b\ \apa all oYer the NT and AXstralia, in remote commXnities and all

the major cities. What did thoXsands of protesters sa\? Black LiYes Matter. In oXr

langXage, Ze sa\ YaSaNXUOaQgX WaUQNaUX MaWWeUV.  There haYe been oYer 500 \apa

deaths in cXstod\ since the Ro\al Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in CXstod\ and still

no jXstice. We see Zhat is happening Zith Black people being killed b\ the police all oYer

the Zorld and Ze are part of a global fight for change. We see Black LiYes Matter as a

NXUdiji, a shield, it holds Xs. 
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I Zant to sa\ a feZ things aboXt the coXrt case. There is no jXstification for ANY of the

shots fired against oXr \oXng fella. LaZa, none! The police shoXld haYe neYer been in that

hoXse, the\ shoXld haYe neYer been holding militar\ gXns. LaZa, no! The coXrt s\stem is

gXilt\ of racism against \apa eYer\ da\. So man\ of oXr people, inclXding  children as

\oXng as 10 \ears old, are locked Xp. HoZ can Ze e[pect an\thing from a racist coXrt?

Rolfe Zas on bail for oYer tZo \ears. Man\ of oXr people are in jail for small things, like

not pa\ing fines. JXstice for Walker means that Rolfe mXst be accoXntable, he mXst be

charged and locked Xp for this shooting. BXt this is not enoXgh. This coXntr\ is bXilt on

the mXrder of oXr people. Since inYasion, oXr people haYe been killed, oXr land has been

stolen and oXr rights haYe been taken aZa\. In 1928, hXndreds of oXr people Zere

massacred b\ a policeman from Alice Springs, George MXrra\. He Zas also a retXrned

soldier from WW1. His trial Zas sent to Port AXgXsta and he Zas acqXitted. Is histor\

repeating itself?

Since the NT InterYention in 2007, the police haYe been getting more Zeapons, more

poZer and more racist toZards Xs. We are a proXd people, strong in oXr langXage, cXltXre

and laZ. BXt the police and goYernment rXle oYer Xs and treat Xs as enemies on oXr oZn

land. We Zant oXr rights back to control Zhat happens in oXr commXnit\ and on oXr

lands. Stop all the racist interYention laZs Ze liYe Xnder. Reinstate oXr local coXncil and

giYe Xs the resoXrces Ze need to emplo\ and serYe oXr people. Respect Warlpiri laZ - the

real laZ of oXr land. 

JXstice is not jXst aboXt the mXrder trial for Xs. JXstice means getting back \apa control

of oXr commXnit\. Since the interYention, all the inYestment in YXendXmX has been

against the commXnit\. The\ haYe bXilt a big police station to terrorise and control Xs. 

 Instead of fXnding more police, redirect that mone\ to \apa commXnit\ serYices like oXr

night patrol. We knoZ Zhat Ze need! No more gXns. We Zant to assess an\ police 

 coming into oXr commXnit\. The\ mXst listen to oXr Elders, \apa liaisons and commXnit\.

Police mXst respect oXr Warlpiri laZ and if the\ don't Ze mXst haYe the poZer to eYict

them. We Zant oXr coXncils and permit s\stem back. We Zant more and better hoXsing

for oXr families and decent jobs for oXr \oXth. Holding Rolfe accoXntable and giYing

control back to oXr people oYer oXr oZn liYes, this is Zhat JXstice for Walker looks like. 
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