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OFFICIAL STATEMENT FROM VALERIE NAPALJARRI MARTIN

DEPUTY-CHAIR OF THE PARUMPURRU SELECT COMMITTEE

Firstl\, I ZoXld like to acknoZledge and  pa\ respect to the Larrakia Nation, past  and

present. For being here on their land and for the incredible sXpport the\ haYe giYen

Xs, thank \oX. I make this statement on behalf of the folloZing famil\ groXps; Nelson

Michael, Kell\, Sims, Granites, Wilson, Martin, HXdson, Morris, Ross, Wa\ne,

Lechleitner, Jones, Fisher, BXtcher, KantaZara, TilmoXth, Daniels, Gallagher, TXrner

and Te[ families.

There is no jXstice in the kardi\a s\stem. We are feeling so empt\ that oXr beloYed

\oXng fella has been taken aZa\ from Xs. Nothing can bring him back. We haYe been

deYastated b\ this injXstice and the coXrt has not fXlfilled its responsibilit\  to hold

Rolfe accoXntable for Zhat he has done. The coXrt s\stem has not recognised oXr

needs as Warlpiri people. There has been no respect for oXr cXstomar\ laZ or oXr

cXltXral Za\s of dealing Zith Zhen somebod\ kills another person. We knoZ hoZ to

deal Zith it. We are the First Nations peoples bXt Ze are still being disrespected and

ignored. We are all so fXll of anger and grief. It is a racist s\stem. 

OXr spirit ma\ be broken bXt Ze are poZerfXl decision-makers. We, as the Warlpiri

Nation, are deadset against the Zeapons that are noZada\s being Xsed against oXr

people b\ police. It mXst stop. We demand an end to gXns in oXr commXnities. Look at

Zhat happened dXring the trial? A \oXng  fella, the same age as KXmanja\i, Zas shot at

si[ times in Palmerston b\ police! 



The police haYe no respect at all. The\ Zere confident to shoot becaXse look at Zhat

happened to Rolfe after he shot and killed a \oXng man? He Zas on bail for oYer tZo

\ears, on fXll pa\ from the NT Police, being treated like a hero. It is disgXsting. 

We haYe eYer\ right to speak and to sa\ this mXst stop. Do not silence Xs. I am an

Elder Zho has Zorked Zith the laZ for thirt\ odd \ears. I am familiar Zith the

sentences that are being handed doZn to oXr people, especiall\ oXr \oXng people

toda\ Zho are being conYicted for the most minor things. The s\stem traps oXr \oXng

people in \oXth detention and then in jails. The Elders and the commXnit\ knoZ Zhat

to do. We are tr\ing to help oXr \oXng people bXt Ze need more sXpport to keep oXr

\oXng people oXt of the s\stem. 

Listen to Xs. We are all connected in this coXntr\, Ze shoXld not be diYided b\ racism

bXt Ze are. We mXst haYe clear commXnication and Zork toZards the fXtXre for oXr

ne[t generation. We donËt Zant gXns in commXnit\. We Zant to increase sXpport for

families and \oXng ones. We Zant to Zork Zith \apa controlled sXpport serYices.

EYer\thing mXst be \apa controlled. We need control back in oXr commXnit\ so Ze can

deal Zith the problems that are there.  The biggest problem Ze haYe is racism in the

police and racism in the coXrt s\stem and racism kills. Racism killed KXmanja\i

Walker. We are the First Nations of AXstralia and Ze are proXd people. We come from

poZerfXl lineages and Ze mXst be respected at all costs. 
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