
 

OFFICIAL STATEMENT FROM THE WALKER FAMILY

We came this far to be Larrakia CoXntr\ and therefore Ze thank the Larrakia

cXstodians for Zelcoming Xs on their CoXntr\ and for their sXpport. It is a priYilege

to haYe had them Zith Xs from the start. We felt this trial Zas not fair. We Zanted

the jXr\ to hear oXr stories and the trXth of Zhat happened on that irreYersible da\,

9 NoYember 2019. OXr intention Zas to haYe the trial in MparntZe Alice Springs.

BXt instead Ze had to haYe it here, a long Za\ from home. We thoXght Ze coXld

haYe a mXlticXltXral jXr\ instead of jXst non-IndigenoXs people. BXt to oXr sXrprise

there Zas not one IndigenoXs person on the panel. We felt left oXt. Are Ze not part

of AXstralia? We feel neglected not to see IndigenoXs \apa on the jXr\. We Zant

\apa on the jXr\ so that Ze can e[press oXr cXltXre and feelings based on the trXth.

The\ can tell other jXr\ members hoZ Ze see it. It's alZa\s kardi\a people, seeing

throXgh their e\es bXt the\ need to accept oXr perspectiYe too.

We ZoXld prefer for Zachar\ Rolfe to be locked Xp. We had a good prosecXtor and

good cross-\e[aminations. The defence ZerenËt happ\ aboXt it. We Zeren't happ\

aboXt the defence sa\ing bad things aboXt oXr \oXng fella. Seeing the footage from

that da\ being pla\ed in coXrt broXght back bad memories for Xs. If, in this case, the

defendant Zas \apa, the\ ZoXld haYe immediatel\ been locked Xp and remanded in

cXstod\ Xntil the coXrt case. 

Wh\ is it different for Rolfe? HoZ come he got bail to ACT for oYer tZo \ears? This

Zhole scenario didnËt happen in ACT. It happened in the NT. Kardi\a jXstice s\stem

is reall\ dishonest and it's aboXt time for change. It helps kardi\a aYoid instead of

making them accoXntable. Since the Ro\al Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in

CXstod\ in 1991, the nXmber of \apa deaths has escalated to oYer 500 and there has

not been one instance of jXstice related to these matters oYer all these \ears. When

has a police officer eYer been charged and conYicted of an\ Zrong doing in relation

to an\ deaths in cXstod\ for \apa? NEVER!
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We ZoXld like to encoXrage all IndigenoXs people right across AXstralia to fight for

jXstice and no matter Zhat happens, neYer back doZn! Keep fighting Xntil jXstice

preYails. If \oX need to seek sXpport from laZ\ers and kardi\a people, make sXre the\

listen to \oX so \oX can haYe the poZer to make decisions and lead the Za\ in getting

jXstice for \oXr famil\. We need to seek jXstice on the right path, Zith the right

people. We need oXr people to be decision makers for oXr commXnit\. The politicians

that Ze Yote for need to Xnderstand oXr laZ and cXltXre as part of this jXstice process.

The\ need to listen to grass roots \apa people.  

The goYernment people donËt liYe oXt in oXr commXnities. We see Zhat happens on

the commXnit\ dail\. We donËt Zant kardi\a making decisions for Xs Zho haYe neYer

been on oXr soil.  We Zant an\ police that come into YXendXmX to collaborate Zith

\apa Elders, Senior KnoZledge holders, \apa police liaisons and the commXnit\ to

learn oXr laZ s\stem and hoZ it operates on oXr land. If there is an\ misXnderstanding

betZeen police and the commXnit\, the police MUST seek adYice from commXnit\

Elders. We Zill get the job done in a correct manner. The\ need to listen to Xs. This

Za\ Ze Zill get better oXtcomes and better Xnderstanding. 

We are the cXstodians of the land, of this continent called AXstralia. We need to be

recognised as the trXe oZners of the coXntr\ and Ze need to haYe control of oXr liYes.

We do haYe oXr oZn \apa jXstice s\stem. OXr cXltXre and laZ is based on controlled

pXnishment if someone kills someone else. The\ get speared across both legs. If

kardi\a jXstice doesnËt Zork, then Zachar\ Rolfe shoXld face oXr \apa jXstice s\stem.

He committed this crime in oXr commXnit\, on oXr land. He shoXld face oXr laZ ne[t. 
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